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1996  Presidential  Campaign  Issue 
Clinton  vs  Dole:  A  Clear  Choice? 


We  must  rein  in  our  runaway  government,  return 
power  to  the  people,  reduce  the  tax  burden.  Put  parents 
back  in  charge  of  our  schools.  Untie  the  hands  of  our 
police.  Restore  justice  to  our  courts  and  put  our  faith 
once  again  in  the  basic  goodness,  wisdom  and  self- 
reliance  of  our  people. 

— Bob  Dole 


The  era  of  big  government  is  over.  But  we  cannot  go 
back  to  the  time  when  our  citizens  were  left  to  fend  for 
themselves.  We  must  move  forward  as  one  America — 
one  nation  working  together,  to  meet  the  challenges  we 
face  together.  Self-reliance  and  teamwork  are  not  oppos¬ 
ing  virtues — we  must  have  both. 

— Bill  Clinton 


There  is  a  clear  choice  between  the  candidates  this 
presidential  election  year.  Perhaps  the  most  profound 
difference  is  in  their  views  about  the  appropriate  role 
of  the  federal  government  in  society.  Clinton  calls  for 
continued  activism  and  leadership  in  domestic  and 
international  affairs  by  a  smaller,  more  efficient  federal 
government.  Dole  seeks  to  dramatically  reduce  the 
federal  government's  size  and  scope  by  turning  much 
of  its  authority  back  to  the  private  sector  and  state  and 
local  governments.  This  can  be  seen  clearly  in  their 
differing  approaches  to  Medicaid  reform,  environmen¬ 
tal  protection,  governmental  reform,  and  international 
affairs. 

Medicaid  reform.  Clinton  would  keep  the  federal 
guarantee  for  low-income,  elderly,  and  disabled  people 
to  receive  Medicaid  and  would  maintain  a  strong  fed¬ 
eral  role  in  enforcing  national  standards  for  care.  Dole 
would  end  the  federal  guarantee  and  entrust  the  states 
with  much  greater  responsibility  for  determining  who 
should  get  what  benefits,  when,  and  for  how  long. 

Environmental  protection.  Dole  would  limit  the  abili¬ 
ty  of  the  federal  government  to  regulate  polluters  and 
private  property  owners  by  shifting  the  costs  of  regula¬ 
tion  and  the  burden  of  proof  from  polluters  and  land 


developers  to  the  federal  government.  Clinton  would 
defend  much  of  the  federal  government's  current 
authority  to  regulate  and  to  lead  in  environmental  con¬ 
servation  efforts. 

Governmental  reform.  Clinton  would  reform  the 
Departments  of  Commerce,  Energy,  Housing  and 
Urban  Development,  and  Education  to  further  his 
national  priorities.  Dole  would  abolish  them. 

International  affairs.  Dole  would  limit  the  U.S.  role 
in  the  UN,  international  development,  and  humani¬ 
tarian  foreign  assistance,  relying  instead  on  a  strong 
U.S.  military  presence  and  strategic  alliances  to  pro¬ 
tect  U.S.  interests.  Clinton  would  expand  the  U.S. 
role  in  world  affairs  by  expanding  its  role  in  interna¬ 
tional  institutions. 

These  differences  present  voters  with  some  clear  and 
important  choices  about  the  future  role  of  the  federal 
government  in  human  affairs.  We  encourage  you  to 
find  out  more  about  these  choices  inside  these  pages 
and  elsewhere  during  the  campaign  season.  Most 
importantly,  we  encourage  you  to  get  out  and  VOTE 
TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  5.  Make  your  choice  for 
the  future. 


245  Second  Street,  NE  ■  Washington,  DC  20002  •  USA  •  (202)  547-6000  -  Legislative  Action  Message  (202)  547-4343 


Page  2 


FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  July  1996 


About  the  Presidential  Campaign  Issue 

Every  four  years  since  1960,  the  FCNL  Washington  In  writing  this  edition,  we  were  often  able  to  find 

Newsletter  has  offered  a  comparison  of  the  positions  direct  quotes  from  the  candidates  on  specific  issues, 

of  the  leading  presidential  candidates  on  issues  of  However,  this  was  not  possible  in  each  instance,  and 

particular  interest  to  FCNL.  In  this  Newsletter,  we  thus,  we  have  also  added  information  about  the  candi- 

have  tried  to  accurately  summarize  the  candidates'  dates'  past  records  of  decision  that  have  helped  to 

positions  based  on  their  speeches,  campaign  state-  define  the  candidates'  public  record.  We  encourage 

ments,  and  record  of  decisions.  We  have  attempted  you  to  explore  additional  resources,  such  as  past  issues 

to  use  the  candidates'  own  words  when  possible.  of  the  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  in  the  process  of 

Because  the  positions  of  both  candidates  have  not  discerning  your  choice  for  President  on  November  5. 

always  remained  the  same  on  issues  over  time,  we  Because  sufficient  information  was  not  available  at 

have  tried  to  highlight  the  candidates'  most  recent  press  time  on  both  of  the  candidates'  running  mates  or 

views  on  an  issue.  on  third-party  candidates,  they  will  not  be  part  of  this 

comparison. 

Biographical  Information 
Bill  Clinton 

Bom:  August  19, 1946,  in  Hope, 

Arkansas. 

Education:  Georgetown  Univer¬ 
sity,  B.S.,  1968;  Oxford  University, 

Rhodes  Scholar,  1968-70;  Yale 
University,  J.D.,  1973. 

Careen  Law  teacher.  University 
of  Arkansas,  1974-76;  Arkansas 
Attorney  General,  1977-79;  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Arkansas,  1979-81;  Prac¬ 
ticing  Attorney,  1981-82;  Gover¬ 
nor  of  Arkansas,  1983-1992;  Presi¬ 
dent,  1992-present. 

Religion:  Baptist. 

Family:  Wife,  Hillary  Rodham; 
one  child. 

Bob  Dole 

Bom:  July  22, 1923,  in  Russell, 

Kansas. 

Education:  University  of  Kansas 
and  Arizona,  1941-43;  Washburn 
Municipal  University,  B.A.  and 
LL.B.,  1952. 

Careen  Army  Infantry  Officer, 

World  War  U,  1943-48;  Kansas 
House  of  Representatives,  1951- 
52;  Russell  County  Attorney  1953- 
61;  U.S.  House  of  Representatives, 

1961-1969;  U.S.  Senate,  1969-June 
1996. 

Religion:  Methodist 
Family:  Wife,  Elizabeth;  one 
daughter  by  previous  marriage 


Sources  of  Information 

Information  on  the  candidates'  positions  comes  from  speeches  and  other  materials  provided  by  the  Dole  campaign  web  site 
(http:/ / www.dole96.com),  the  White  House  web  site  (http://www.whitehouse.  gov),  the  Project  Vote-Smart  web  page  (www.vote- 
smart.org),  and  various  speeches  and  statements  provided  by  the  candidates  to  the  media.  Information  on  actions  taken  by  candidates 
comes  from  public  records. 


Social  Policy  Views  in 

Brief 

Dole 

Clinton 

School  prayer  constitutional  amendment? 

yes 

no 

Public  vouchers  for  private  schools? 

yes 

no 

"Motor-voter"  law,  making  voter  registration  easier? 

no 

yes 

"Brady"  handgim  control  legislation? 

no 

yes 

Assault  weapons  control  legislation? 

no 

yes 

"Three  strikes  you're  out"  sentencing? 

yes 

yes 

"Truth  in  sentencing"  requirement? 

yes 

yes 

Mandatory  minimum  sentencing? 

yes 

yes 

Expand  federal  crime  prevention  programs? 

no 

yes 

Victims  rights  constitutional  amendment? 

yes 

yes 

Stop  the  Burning;  Rebuild  the  Dream 

The  recent  series  of  arson  attacks  against  African  American  congregations 
presents  us  all  with  a  sad  reminder  of  the  deep  wounds  of  racism  that  still 
fester  in  our  society.  FCNL  commends  those  who  have  stepped  forward  to 
help  these  congregations  to  rebuild  from  these  tragedies  and  witness  against 
racism.  Among  those  groups  are  the  Washington  Quaker  Workcamps  and 
the  National  Council  of  Churches.  The  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
(AFSC)  is  currently  collecting  contributions  to  assist  these  efforts.  Contribu¬ 
tions  may  be  sent  to: 

American  Friends  Service  Committee 
1501  Cherry  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19102 

Designate  contributions  for  "rebuilding  churches." 
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"We  Seek  a  Society  with 
Equity  and  Justice  for  All. . 


DOLE 

Affirmative  action.  "What  we  really  want  to  have  some¬ 
day  in  America  is  a  color-blind  society.  Maybe  we're  not 
there  yet,  but  it's  time  to  end  quotas  ...  and  preferences  and 
deal  with  merit."  Dole  was  once  a  strong  supporter  of 
federal  affirmative  action,  but  more  recently  he  has 
become  an  outspoken  opponent.  This  year  he  intro¬ 
duced  The  Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Act  Of  1996, 
which  would  end  federally  sponsored  racial  and  gen¬ 
der  preferences  in  federal  hiring  and  contracting. 

Discrimination  based  on  sexual  orientation.  "This  is 
America.  There  oughtn't  to  be  discrimination.  Everything 
ought  to  be  based  on  potential.  Everyone  should  be  treated 
alike,  whether  they're  black  or  brown  or  disabled  or  homosex¬ 
ual."  However,  Dole  has  also  stated  "I  oppose  the  spe¬ 
cial-interest  gay  agenda  that  runs  from  gays  in  the  military 
and  reaches  as  far  as  to  suggest  special  status  for  sexual  ori¬ 
entation  under  federal  civil  rights  statutes."  He  opposes 
recognition  of  non-heterosexual  domestic  partners  in 
federal  law. 

Crime.  Dole  disagrees  with  the  theory  that  most  crime 
results  from  poor  economic  and  social  conditions  and 
would  be  alleviated  if  training,  education,  and  jobs 
were  available.  "The  debate  was  not  about  'root  causes' 
and  theories  about  rehabilitation.  It  was  about  right  and 
wrong...  guilt  and  innocence.  We  believed  killing  is  caused 
by  killers,  robbing  by  robbers,  drug  dealing  by  drug  dealers. " 
Dole  believes  the  Racial  Justice  Act  is  "a  back-door  effort 
to  gut  our  Nation's  death  penalty  laws." 

Undocumented  immigration.  Dole  supported  legisla¬ 
tion  now  pending  in  Congress  to  control  undocument¬ 
ed  immigration,  including  provisions  that  would  allow 
states  to  deny  public  education  to  undocumented 
immigrants  and  their  dependents. 

Native  Americans.  Dole  has  promised  to  strengthen 
local  tribal  governments  by  implementing  federal  laws 
supporting  Indian  self-determination  and  tribal  self- 
government.  He  supports  reorganizing  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  and  the  Indian  Health  Service.  Dole 
voted  against  restoring  funds  cut  from  Indian  educa¬ 
tion  programs  in  the  1^96  Interior  appropriations  bill. 


CLINTON 

Affirmative  action.  Clinton  supports  federal  affir¬ 
mative  action  programs,  but  has  sought  to  clarify 
existing  limits.  He  has  formed  a  task  force  to  exam¬ 
ine  the  merits  and  pitfalls  of  affirmative  action,  say¬ 
ing  we  should  "mend,  not  end,  affirmative  action." 

Discrimination  based  on  sexual  orientation. 

"[DJiscrimination  in  employment  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation  is  currently  legal  in  41  states.  Men  and 
women  in  those  states  may  be  fired  from  their  jobs  solely 
because  of  their  sexual  orientation,  even  when  it  has  no 
bearing  on  their  job  performance.  Those  who  face  this  kind 
of  job  discrimination  have  no  legal  recourse  in  either  our 
state  or  federal  courts.  This  is  wrong."  Clinton  supports 
legislation  that  would  protect  people  from  job  dis¬ 
crimination  based  on  sexual  orientation.  However, 
he  opposes  recognition  of  non-heterosexual  domestic 
partners  in  federal  law. 

Crime.  "We're  giving  states  more  help  in  building  pris¬ 
ons  to  keep  serious  offenders  behind  bars  longer.  And 
we're  giving  communities  funds  for  prevention,  to  give 
our  young  people  something  to  say  yes  to  as  well  as  some¬ 
thing  to  say  no  to." 

Undocumented  immigration.  Clinton  is  expected  to 
sign  pending  legislation  to  further  restrict  both  legal 
and  undocumented  immigration,  provided  it  does 
not  allow  the  exclusion  of  children  of  undocumented 
immigrants  from  public  schools,  or  from  receiving 
emergency  public  assistance. 

Native  Americans.  Clinton  has  directed  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Interior  to  ensure  that  prior  treaties  and  trust 
obligations  are  respected  and  fulfilled.  Clinton  sup¬ 
ports  self-determination  for  Native  American  tribal 
governments,  and  has  sought  to  give  tribal  govern¬ 
ments  a  greater  role  in  managing  federal  economic 
development  funds.  He  has  sought  to  restore  cuts  in 
funding  for  Native  American  programs. 


The  four  "We  Seek"s  that  headline  the  four  major 
sections  of  this  issue  are  quoted  from  the  FCNL 
Statement  of  Legislative  Policy,  1994. 
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. . .  The  second  myth  is  that  because  the  President  and  I 
believe  in  international  engagement,  free  trade  and  peace 
in  the  Middle  East,  there  are  not  major  differences 
between  us  concerning  America's  global  future.  As  the 
next  six  months  will  make  very  clear. . .  Our  differences 
are  vast  and  fundamental— from  the  expansion  of 
NATO  and  deployment  of  ballistic  missile  dffenses  to 
overreliance  on  the  United  Natwns  and  decisive  action 
against  the  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

— Bob  Dole 


DOLE 

Global  leadership.  "No  matter  what  you  call  the  next 
100  years,  the  fact  is  that  American  leadership,  and  Ameri¬ 
can  purpose  and  power  will  remain  indispensable  to  the 
political  and  economic  progress  of  the  entire  international 
community." 

Arms  control  and  disarmament.  "Strategic  arms  control 
—  under  both  the  Bush  and  Reagan  administrations,  was 
part  of  a  smart,  judicious  and  comprehensive  approach  to  our 
national  security  —  not  the  centerpiece  of  US.  national 
security  policy."  Dole  has  expressed  concern  over  the 
"pace  and  direction  of  our  continued  military  build-down", 
calling  it  "too  far  and  too  fast". 

Nonproliferation  Treaty.  Dole  sees  the  proliferation  of 
weapons  of  mass  destruction  as  a  threat  to  American 
security  interests,  but  questions  whether  traditional 
arms  control  solutions  to  proliferation  have  been  ade¬ 
quate. 

START  II.  Dole  voted  to  ratify  START  II.  "Finally,  we 
can  reduce  our  missiles  and  nuclear  weapons  to  START  II 
levels." 

Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty.  "It  may  be  time  to 
update  our  aging  nuclear  force  with  new  weapons  designs." 
Dole  voted  to  preserve  funding  for  low-level  nuclear 
testing.  "[W]e  need  to  preserve  the  reliability,  safety  and 
security  of  the  strategic  weapons  we  retain." 

Landmines  ban.  Dole  voted  in  favor  of  the  Leahy 
landmines  moratorium. 


"We  Seek  a  World  Free  of  Wa 

Arms  transfers  and  military  assistance.  Dole  believes 
U.S.  foreign  military  and  economic  assistance  should 
be  used  primarily  to  assist  close  strategic  allies  that 
need  help.  Dole  voted  to  preserve  the  Defense  Export 
Loan  Guarantee  program  that  provides  loan  guaran¬ 
tees  for  countries  seeking  to  buy  military  equipment 
and  arms  from  the  U.S.  He  does  not  believe  that  a 
nation's  poor  human  rights  record  should  bar  it  from 
receiving  U.S.  foreign  assistance. 

United  Nations.  "If  we  look,  we  will  see  that  there  is  a 
large  gap  between  U.S.  interests  and  UN  operations.  When 
we  fail  to  recognize  that  gap,  we  drift  into  questionable  mis¬ 
sions,  like  nation-building  in  Somalia. "  Dole  has  been 
skeptical  of  the  need  for  U.S.  participation  in  the  UN. 

He  proposed  a  bill  to  withhold  contributions  to  UN 
agencies  until  the  Secretary  of  State  verifies  to  Con¬ 
gress  that  the  "purposes  and  activities  of  the  agency  are  of 
sufficient  benefit  to  United  States  citizens." 

UN  peacekeeping  operations.  Dole  opposed  autho¬ 
rizing  Pentagon  funds  to  pay  for  UN  peacekeeping 
missions. 

Cuba.  Dole  has  supported  tightening  sanctions 
against  Cuba.  He  voted  for  the  Helms-Burton  bill 
which  placed  heavy  restrictions  and  legal  sanctions  on 
Cuba  and  its  foreign  investors. 

Bosnia.  During  the  war,  Dole  sponsored  legislation  to 
lift  the  arms  embargo  on  Bosnia,  calling  the  embargo  a 
"failed  policy."  Dole  initially  opposed  U.S.  troop 
deployment  to  Bosnia,  but  then  dropped  his  opposi¬ 
tion  with  the  understanding  that  U.S.  soldiers  would 
remain  under  U.S.  command. 


World  Views  in  Brief 


Sustain  military  spending  next  six  years? 

Build  more  B-2  bombers? 

Deploy  ballistic  missile  defense? 

Build  another  Sea  Wolf  submarine? 

Build  another  aircraft  carrier? 

Build  more  C-17  transport  aircraft? 

Aid  to  the  former  Soviet  states? 

Support  North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement? 
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Jar  and  the  Threat  of  War. . 

CLINTON 

Global  leadership.  Clinton  vetoed  the  FY96  State 
Department  appropriations  bill,  citing  his  concern  that 
the  bill  would  "undermine  our  global  leadership"  by  mak¬ 
ing  "unwise  cuts  in  funding  for  international  organizations 
and  peacekeeping  activities,  and  by  cutting  programs  of  the 
State  Department,  the  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament 
Agency,  and  the  United  States  Information  Agency." 

Arms  control  and  disarmament.  "If  our  people  are  to 
know  real,  lasting  security,  we  must  redouble  our  arms  con¬ 
trol,  non-proliferation  and  anti-terrorism  efforts." 

START  II.  "The  START  II  Treaty  with  Russia  will  cut  our 
nuclear  stockpiles  by  another  25  percent.  I  urge  the  Senate 
to  ratify  it  —  now." 

Nonproliferation  Treaty.  While  in  office,  Clinton 
secured  indefinite  extension  of  the  NPT.  "Nothing  is 
more  important  to  prevent  the  spread  of  nuclear  weapons 
than  extending  the  Treaty  indffinitely  and  unconditionally." 

Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty.  "We  must  end  the  race 
to  create  new  nuclear  weapons  by  signing  a  truly  compre¬ 
hensive  nuclear  test  ban  treaty  —  this  year." 

Landmines  ban.  "Until  an  international  ban  takes  effect, 
the  United  States  will  reserve  the  right  to  use  so-called 
'smart  mines'  or  self-destructing  mines  as  necessary,  because 
there  may  be  battlefield  situations  in  which  these  will  save 
the  lives  of  our  soldiers." 

Arms  transfers  and  military  assistance.  Clinton 
administration  budget  proposals  have  maintained  for¬ 
eign  military  aid  at  a  rela¬ 
tively  constant  level,  and 
the  administration  has  pur¬ 
sued  arms  export  promo¬ 
tion  policies. 

United  Nations.  "[T]uming 
our  back  on  the  UN  and  going 
it  alone  will  lead  to  far  more 
economic,  political  and  mili- 


Dole 

Clinton 

yes 

add  20 

yes 

added  1 

sooner 

later 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

We  must  not  be  the  world's  policeman.  But  we  can  and 
should  be  the  world's  very  best  peacemaker.  By  keeping 
our  military  strong,  by  using  diplomacy  where  we  can 
and  force  where  we  must,  by  working  with  others  to 
share  the  risk  and  the  cost  of  our  efforts,  America  is 
making  a  difference  for  people  here  and  around  the 
world. 

— Bill  Clinton 


tary  burdens  on  our  people  in  the  future  and  would  ignore 
the  lessons  of  our  own  history."  While  supporting  the 
need  for  reform  of  the  UN,  Clinton  has  urged  contin¬ 
ued  U.S.  support.  He  has  consistently  requested  funds 
to  pay  the  current  U.S.  assessment  to  the  UN,  as  well 
as  to  pay  outstanding  dues  from  previous  years.  The 
Clinton  administration  has  expressed  support  for  vari¬ 
ous  UN  initiatives  such  as  the  Law  of  the  Sea,  the  Con¬ 
vention  on  Biodiversity,  and  the  creation  of  an  interna¬ 
tional  criminal  court. 

UN  peacekeeping  operations.  Clinton  has  supported 
UN  peacekeeping  missions,  including  the  deployment 
of  U.S.  troops  as  part  of  UN  missions.  "We  must  reaf¬ 
firm  our  commitment  to  strengthen  UN  peacekeeping  as  an 
important  tool  for  deterring,  containing  and  ending  violent 
conflict.  The  UN  can  never  be  an  absolute  guarantor  of 
peace,  but  it  can  reduce  human  suffering  and  advance  the 
odds  of  peace." 

Cuba.  Before  Cuban  pilots  shot  down  two  civilian 
planes  in  February  1996,  the  Clinton  administration 
was  seeking  to  ease  tensions  with  Cuba.  However, 
after  the  shoot-down,  Clinton  signed  the  Helms-Burton 
bill  and  tightened  restrictions  on  travel  and  trade  to 
Cuba. 

Bosnia.  After  refusing  to  unilaterally  lift  a  UN  arms 
embargo  for  the  former  Yugoslavia,  Clinton  eventually 
ended  U.S.  enforcement  of  the  arms  embargo.  In 
December  1995,  Clinton  facilitated  the  negotiation  of 
the  Dayton  Peace  Accords  and  authorized  deploying 
U.S.  troops  as  part  of  a  NATO  mission  to  enforce  the 
peace  treaty. 
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"Wp  Seek  a  Community  Where  Every 


CLINTON 

Taxes.  Clinton  has  proposed  an  education  and  job 
training  tax  deduction  for  middle  income  families 
along  with  other  tax  cuts.  He  has  also  proposed  to 
raise  revenues  by  closing  a  number  of  corporate  tax 
loopholes  and  preferences  which  he  believes  are  no 
longer  warranted. 

Welfare  reform.  "For  Americans  struggling  to  raise  their 
children  and  make  ends  meet,  we  have  sought  to  make  work 
pay.  VJe  expanded  the  Earned  Income  Tax  Credit,  providing 
tax  relief  for  15  million  working  families.  And  we  have 
given  37  states  the  freedom  to  test  ways  to  move  people  from 
welfare  to  work  while  protecting  children. . .  I  want  us  to 
enact  bipartisan  legislation  that  requires  work,  demands 
responsibility,  protects  children,  and  provides  adequate 
resources  to  get  the  job  done  right — with  child  care  and 
training,  giving  recipients  the  tools  they  need." 

Education.  "More  and  more,  education  and  training  have 
become  the  keys  to  higher  living  standards.  While  Ameri¬ 
cans  clearly  want  states  and  localities  to  play  the  lead  role  in 
education,  the  federal  government  has  an  important  support¬ 
ing  role  to  play— from  funding  pre-school  services  that  pre¬ 
pare  children  to  learn,  to  expanding  access  to  college  and 
worker  retraining.  My  budget  continues  the  strong  invest¬ 
ments  that  we  have  made  to  give  Americans  the  skills  they 
need  to  get  good  jobs." 

Health  care.  "In  health  care,  our  challenge  is  to  improve 
the  existing  and  largely  successful  system,  not  to  end  the 
guarantees  of  coverage  on  which  millions  of  vulnerable 
Americans  rely. . .  For  Medic¬ 
aid  Imy  budget]  gives  states 
more  flexibility  to  manage 
their  programs  while  preserv¬ 
ing  the  guarantee  of  health 
coverage  for  the  most  vulner¬ 
able  Americans,  retains  cur¬ 
rent  nursing  home  quality 
standards,  and  continues  to 
protect  the  spouses  of  nursing 
home  residents  from  impover¬ 
ishment.  "  Clinton  supports 
the  Kennedy-  Kassebaum 
bill,  which  would  allow 
workers  to  take  health 
insurance  with  them  when 


they  leave  a  job,  and  would  require  insurance  compa¬ 
nies  to  cover  preexisting  conditions. 

DOLE 

Taxes.  Dole  wants  to  simplify  and  "flatten"  the  tax  sys¬ 
tem  so  that  "ordinary  people"  can  fill  out  their  tax  return 
"without  a  lawyer  or  accountant  or  both."  He  would  "end 
IRS  as  we  know  it,  and  curb  its  abuses  of  taxpayers."  He 
supports  a  constitutional  amendment  to  require  a  60% 
majority  in  Congress  to  raise  income  tax  rates.  Most 
recently,  he  supported  efforts  to  repeal  the  4.3  cent  per 
gallon  gasoline  excise  tax  that  was  instituted  in  1993  to 
reduce  the  federal  deficit. 

Welfare  reform.  "Congress  must  reform  welfare  so  recipi¬ 
ents  can  gain  self-sufficiency  and  self-respect.  Responsibility 
should  be  encouraged.  The  existing  welfare  bureaucracy 
should  be  tightened  and  made  ^cient. 

"To  accomplish  this.  Congress  must  reach  outside  of 
Washington,  D.C.,  to  find  solutions.  Solutions  that  pro¬ 
vide  a  role  for  the  federal  government  that  does  not  man¬ 
date — but  does  appropriately  support  the  efforts  of  individ¬ 
uals,  the  public  and  private  sector,  and  state  and  local  gov¬ 
ernment.  America's  most  vulnerable  citizens  must  be 
given  the  best  chance  to  enter  mainstream  society  and  not 
be  left  behind  in  a  failed  system. 

"Welfare  reform  should  emphasize  that  real,  private  sector 
jobs  are  critical  to  leaving  the  welfare  system  and  getting 
out  of  poverty.  Public  sponsored  make-work  jobs,  which 
have  been  advocated  in  some  welfare  reform  efforts,  often 


Domestic  Policy  Views 

in  Brief 

Dole 

Clinton 

Balanced  budget  constitutional  amendment? 

yes 

no 

Presidential  line-item  veto? 

yes 

yes 

Oppose  unfunded  federal  mandates  to  the  states? 

yes 

yes 

R^se  federal  minimum  wage? 

no 

yes 

Support  Family  and  Medical  Leave  Act? 

no 

yes 

Earned  Income  Tax  Credit  for  working  poor? 

reduce 

maintain 

Support  tax-free  medical  savings  accounts? 

yes 

no 

Support  up  to  $500  per  child  tax  credit? 

yes 

yes 

Expand  allowable  IRA  contributions? 

yes 

yes 

Support  adoption  tax  credit? 

yes 

yes 

Tax-exempt  medical  savings  accounts? 

yes 

no 
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Person's  Potential  May  Be  Fulfilled. . 


result  in  more  costs,  more  bureaucracy,  and  more  govern¬ 
ment  dependency." 

Education.  "I  was  absolutely  right  to  vote  against  the 
creation  of  the  Department  of  Education.  And  as  Presi¬ 
dent,  I  will  close  it  down."  In  the  1995  budget  resolu¬ 
tion  debate.  Dole  opposed  efforts  to  restore  $40  bil¬ 
lion  that  had  been  cut  from  education  and  job  train¬ 
ing  programs  in  Congress'  seven-year  balanced  bud¬ 
get  plan. 

Health  care.  Dole  thinks  that  Medicare  should  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  a  federal  responsibility.  However,  he 


believes  responsibility  for  managing  Medicaid 
should  go  the  states.  "I  would  hope  ...  that  we'll  end 
Medicaid  as  an  entitlement  program,  that  we'll  send  it 
back  to  the  states  and  back  to  the  governors  as  — follow¬ 
ing  the  Tenth  Amendment  that  we've  all  talked  about  — 
power  back  to  the  states  and  back  to  people. "  Dole  has 
voted  to  reduce  or  eliminate  federal  standards  of  care 
and  treatment  for  Medicaid  recipients,  such  as  feder¬ 
al  nursing  home  standards.  Dole  voted  for  the 
Kennedy-Kassebaum  health  insurance  portability 
measure. 


"We  Seek  an  Earth  Restored. . ." 

DOLE  CLINTON 


"We  have  learned  a  lot  over  these  25  years  of  environmental 
experience  and  progress. . .  Now  we  are  at  a  crossroads 
about  how  to  make  further  progress.  1  want  to  improve  the 
system  so  it  protects  people's  health  and  the  environment 
better  with  less  cost  and  complexity.  I  want  to  put  more 
trust  in  the  ability  of  all  Americans — at  all  levels  of  govern¬ 
ment — and  their  desire  to  do  the  right  thing.  The  old  ways 
won't  help  much  as  we  face  new  problems  in  the  future. . . 

"The  states  and  localities  are  leading  the  way  in  these  and 
other  areas.  We  should  use  the  most  appropriate  level  of 
government  for  the  problem  at  hand.  Try  the  local  level 
first,  states  next.  Try  regional  solutions  when  environ¬ 
mental  issues  involve  more  than  one  state.  The  federal 
government  should  step  back  when  it  can  and  use  its 
expertise  when  it  is  most  helpful  to  the  states:  To  provide 
scientific  or  technical  help." 

Dole  introduced  legislation  that  would  require  the  fed¬ 
eral  government  to  compensate  private  property  own¬ 
ers  whose  development  plans  are  negatively  affected 
by  environmental  laws.  Dole  would  open  more  public 
lands  to  economic  and  resource  development.  He 
voted  to  open  the  Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge  to  oil 
and  gas  exploration.  He  has  characterized  the  Endan¬ 
gered  Species  Act  as  a  "divisive  and  costly  mechanism"  that 
has  given  the  courts  too  much  control  over  public  land 
management  decisions.  Dole  voted  to  cut  funding  for 
listing  endangered  species  and  designating  critical 
habitats  in  FY95. 


"[Photecting  our  environment  is  a  fundamental  commu¬ 
nity  value  for  all  Americans,  and  it  can't  be  sacrificed  to 
balance  the  budget.  Because  we  cherish  our  children,  we 
want  to  be  sure  the  water  they  drink  and  the  food  they  eat 
won't  make  them  sick.  Because  we  honor  our  parents,  we 
want  the  air  they  breathe  to  be  clean  so  they  can  live  long 
and  healthy  lives  and  not  be  housebound  by  smog. 

Because  we  believe  that  what  God  created,  we  must  not 
destroy,  each  of  us  has  a  sacred  obligation  to  pass  on  a 
clean  planet  to  future  generations." 

Clinton  forcefully  urged  maintaining  funding  and 
authority  for  EPA  enforcement  activities  under  existing 
laws  during  the  FY96  appropriations  debate.  Clinton 
has  sought  to  redistribute  authority  for  environmental 
protection  to  state  and  local  governments  and  private 
firms,  while  seeking  to  maintain  a  strong  federal  lead¬ 
ership  role  in  enforcing  existing  federal  statutes.  The 
Clinton  administration  has  promoted  reforms  in  envi¬ 
ronmental  regulation  and  sought  increased  coopera¬ 
tion  and  negotiation  between  industry,  government, 
and  environmental  interests. 

Clinton  has  sought  to  develop  consensus-based 
approaches  to  public  land  management  decision-mak¬ 
ing  and  conservation,  approaches  that  are  intended  to 
better  balance  the  needs  of  local  communities,  the 
national  public  interest,  and  the  environment.  During 
his  administration,  new  emphasis  has  been  given  to 
biodiversity  conservation  and  global  climate  change. 
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1996V  PRESIDENTIAL 
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THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATION¬ 
AL  LEGISLATION  includes  Friends  appointed 
by  26  Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and  by  7  other 
Friends’  organizations  in  the  United  States. 
Expressions  of  views  in  the  FCNL  WASHING¬ 
TON  NEWSLETTER  are  guided  by  the  State¬ 
ment  of  Policy,  prepared  and  approved  by  the 
Committee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the 
Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
minded  Friends. 
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Ewell,  Aura  Kanegis,  Stephanie  Snow,  and  Ned 
Stowe. 

Donors  to  FCNL  or  FCNL  Education  Fund 
receive  the  Newsletter  and  other  occasional  mail- 
ings.Also  available  in  microform  from  University 
Microfilms  International,  300  North  Zeeb  Road. 
Dept.  P.R.,  Ann  Arbor,  MI  41806 

Available  in  large  print  or  tape  recordings. 


Dole  and  Clinton:  Walking  the  Same  Plank? 


It  is  difficult  to  distinguish  the  candidates  on  a  number 
of  issues. 

Budget  priorities:  Both  believe  that  balancing  the  fed¬ 
eral  budget  deficit  is  one  of  the  nation's  top  priorities. 
Both  have  endorsed  plans  that  would  balance  the  bud¬ 
get  in  six  years  while  preserving  current  levels  of  mili¬ 
tary  spending  and  cutting  taxes.  Both  believe  that  sig¬ 
nificant  savings  can  and  should  be  achieved  by  reform¬ 
ing  welfare  and  Medicaid  programs,  and  both  would 
reduce  spending  for  these  programs  by  over  $100  bil¬ 
lion  over  the  next  six  years. 

Military  spending:  "Because  the  United  States  must  lead, 
and  our  farces  must  prevail  when  called  to  fight  in  a  world  of 
new  post-Cold  War  threats,  the  budget  proposes  to  continue 
sustaining  and  modernizing  the  world's  strongest,  best- 
trained,  best-equipped,  and  most  ready  military  farce."  — 
(from  President  Clinton's  FY97  budget  request). 

Both  advocate  an  increase  in  military  spending  over 
the  next  six  years.  Clinton's  plan  would  start  lower 
than  the  Republican  plan,  but  it  would  gradually 
increase  and  surpass  the  Republican  plan  by  2001. 

Both  would  increase  the  amount  of  funds  for  buying 
new  weapons  systems. 

Welfare  reform:  Both  have  argued  that  the  present 
welfare  system  has  provided  disincentives  for  welfare 


recipients  to  become  self-supporting.  Both  support 
imposing  limits  on  how  long  people  may  receive  wel¬ 
fare  benefits  before  they  must  return  to  work.  Both 
support  lifetime  limits  on  the  number  of  years  people 
may  receive  welfare  benefits,  with  certain  exceptions. 
Both  support  allowing  caps  on  benefits  for  families 
that  give  birth  to  new  children  while  they  are  receiving 
welfare  benefits.  Both  favor  allowing  states  to  take 
greater  initiative  in  designing  programs  that  work  best 
for  their  own  people,  including  allowing  states  to  test 
recipients  for  drugs. 

Crime:  Clinton's  1994  crime  bill  created  tougher 
penalties  for  criminal  offenders,  expanded  the  list  of 
federal  crimes  punishable  by  death,  and  invested  bil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  in  new  prison  construction.  Although 
Dole  did  not  support  this  bill,  many  of  its  most  puni¬ 
tive  elements  are  consistent  with  Dole's  statements  on 
crime.  Both  Dole  and  Clinton  supported  the  1996 
"Antiterrorism  and  Effective  Death  Penalty  Act"  which 
sharply  limits  the  right  of  death  row  inmates  to  appeal 
their  convictions  and  death  sentences  and  will  hasten 
the  executions  of  hundreds  of  inmates  who  are  now  on 
death  row.  "I've  been  asked  how  much  prison  space  do  we 
need?  My  answer  is  as  much  as  it  takes  to  put  space 
between  hard  core  criminals  and  law  abiding  citizens."  — 
Bob  Dole 
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